
Dear Friends,
As the community began to stay at home, we became even 

more aware of those who had no home to go to.  
They too are a part of our community, our town, and our 

lives. and we are thankful that many hearts have opened in re-
sponse.  Though COVID-19 may have limited some volunteers’ 
ability to participate directly, we began seeing groups of friends 
bringing food to the homeless camps that are growing and 
becoming more visible along highways, beaches and parks. 
Churches have continued to house the women of I-HELP, and 
Gathering for Women has created new partnerships with local 
restaurants to keep food available to the homeless women 
served by their program.

 Money was donated from individuals to the Fund for 
Homeless Women, to the programs we support, and to the 
Community Foundation’s COVID-19 Emergency Fund.  The 
government also began to provide more help to people without 
shelter, funding limited emergency housing to assist those living 
on the streets or in congregate settings—women and men who 
lack the ability to access care or find respite in the midst of the 
pandemic.  

Kindness and helpfulness grew in our lives.  We are all 
vulnerable to the epidemic and economic hardships.  No one 
is exempt.

We at the Fund for Homeless Women do not know what 
is going to happen next in our community as a response to 
COVID-19.  We remain flexible and watchful in our planning and 
support of the Peninsula programs for homeless women.  

As we bid farewell with great gratitude to our Founder Michael 
Reid, we are happy to report that Donna Ferraro, a longtime 
supporter and consultant to our group, has decided to formally 
join us as a co-organizer of our Fund’s Work.  

We depend on the interest and support of our community 
to help keep women safe.  Now, more than ever, we need your 
help and support.

Homelessness & 
COVID-19 

MISSION
To inspire the community through education, innovation and the 

development of  resources to end homelessness for  
women on the Monterey Peninsula.

VISION
We envision a future in which every woman has access to  

safe affordable housing.

2020

Fund for Homeless Women Co-Organizers (l-r):  
Kathy Whilden, Michael Reid, Marian Penn, Donna Ferraro 

have been social distancing regularly via Zoom calls.

The Rev. Michael E. Reid Kathy Whilden

Marian Penn

Co-organizers of Fund for Homeless Women 

Donna Ferraro

Aloe by Dennis Stanford was the  
cover image for our 2019 Gratitude card. 

Please note that our PO Box is no longer available. 
All contributions and correspondence for Fund for 

Homeless Women should be directed to us through 
the Community Foundation for Monterey County 

2354 Garden Road, Monterey, CA 93940. 
Fund for Homeless Women is a field of interest fund 
of the Community Foundation for Monterey County.



The I-HELP for Women program faced the epidemic by sheltering women in their program 
24 hours a day.  They focused on keeping the women safe.  Churches and groups stepped 
forward to provide a warm secure building, food and activities for these women. The women were 
kept safe and, as in all the sheltering programs, new women were not brought into the shelter. 
Expenses went up with the hiring of staff to oversee the program. 

 Dollie Pope, the Coordinator of the program since January 2020 has provided the leadership 
and skills needed in this pandemic.Dollie Pope

Our center has remained open during the Shelter in Place order. Due to virus concerns, two 
staff members and approximately 70 volunteers have been unable to support our day to day 
work. A skeleton crew of staff and volunteers continue to provide essential services five days a 
week. With the Food Bank stretched beyond capacity, we partnered with local restaurants to 
ensure fresh, nutritious meals for our guests and in turn, restaurants kept on their staff. Each 

weekday 20-30 guests receive clean clothes, soap, masks, hand sanitizers and other necessities from our clothes closet, as well 
as access to a hot shower. They receive case management to help them find employment and housing opportunities, and access 
mental health counseling through our partner Interim, and we have worked with other providers to find temporary shelter in place 
options for fifteen of our most vulnerable guests. 

Many of the women we serve have underlying health conditions which both lowers their immunity, as well as could easily lead to 
complications and death if they were to contract COVID-19. Additionally, once contracted, it could spread exponentially throughout 
the homeless community, and potentially the general public. The Fund for Homeless Women grant has meant we could provide a 
safe space for our guests to receive essential services before they had to go back to the streets. 

Supplies from the MPD

One Starfish Safe Parking provides a safe sleeping environment for homeless individuals who 
live in their vehicles. One Starfish uses FHW support to operate 5 lots on the Monterey Peninsula.  
Currently 20 out of 23 individuals using these safe parking areas are women.  One Starfish also 
provides case management services, assisting women to access health care and public benefits 
while supporting women to seek employment and more permanent housing. 

One Starfish clients range in age from 20 to 85. Circumstances that have contributed to their 
homelessness include divorce, death of spouse or family, job loss, spousal abuse, foreclosure, or skyrocketing rental costs. Women 
who seek to join this program take part in an intake assessment to determine eligibility.  They are then required to meet regularly with 
a One Starfish case manager to work toward accomplishing their personal goals.  

A Needs Assessment conducted for the Fund for Homeless Women indicates that 60% of homeless women in our community 
live in their cars. The program is highly sought out by these individuals. The One Starfish Program currently has a waitlist of 
approximately 25 potential candidates.

The COVID-19 pandemic once again shows us how vulnerable the homeless on the Monterey Peninsula are — especially 
unaccompanied women. The programs that the Fund for Homeless Women support are responding to this crisis by providing 
safe shelter, food, hand washing stations, face masks, and other basic necessities to the homeless women in our communities. 
The vulnerable are more vulnerable than ever. Here are how Fund for Homeless Women supported programs; I-HELP for Women, 
Gathering for Women, and One Starfish Safe Parking have responded to this pandemic.

One Starfish Safe Parking

How The Programs We Fund
Have Adapted To COVID-19

OUR WORK JUST GOT MORE NECESSARY.

I-HELP for Women

Gathering for Women

One Starfish Safe Parking
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Creating New Ways to 
Meet Immediate Needs

The Community Foundation 
for Monterey County (CFMC) 
launched the COVID-19 Relief 
Fund on March 16, 2020.  The 
fund was created in partnership 
with the Monterey Peninsula 
Foundation to provide grants 
to nonprofit organizations 
addressing the immediate and 
longer-term needs of Monterey 
County’s most vulnerable 

residents impacted by the Coronavirus. One hundred percent 
of the fund is being used for grantmaking. The Fund has 
had an immediate impact, already awarding more than $2.6 
million for food banks and meal delivery, emergency medical 
supplies, mental health, child care, homeless services, 
financial assistance, computers for students and seniors to 
stay connected, help accessing unemployment benefits and 
expanded services to meet increased need for programs and 
support. 

The fund has also had a direct impact on programs serving 
homeless women. Some of those programs meeting this 
unique need include (but are not limited to): Alliance on Aging, 
Community Homeless Solutions, Community Human Services, 
Franciscan Workers of Junipero Serra, Gathering for Women, 
Interim Inc., Legal Services for Seniors, Orphan Productions 
(One Starfish), Outreach Unlimited (I-HELP for Women), YWCA 
and many more. A complete list of grantees can be found on the 
Community Foundation website. www.cfmco.org/CovidRelief

  “We thank Community Foundation for Monterey County for 
the generous grant from the COVID-19 Relief Fund that allowed 
us to purchase more masks and other emergency supplies,” 
said Jill Allen, Executive Director, Dorothy’s Place.

Government officials and businesses have instituted 
sweeping measures to halt the spread of the virus. Work 
and school closures, travel and event cancellation and 
physical distancing are disrupting lives physically, socially and 
economically. 

“We’re concerned about community health, and the potential 
for people to face economic hardship and food insecurity in 
the coming months,” said Dan Baldwin, CFMC President/CEO. 
“This fund allows us to help one another through this challenge,” 
he continued. 

COVID-19 RELIEF FUND GRANTS 
HELP HOMELESS WOMEN
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Jill Allen

New Shelter for Women 
and Homeless Families

The Fund for Homeless Women is excited that a new Seaside 
shelter for women and families will open in November 2020.  
Gathering for Women and Community Human Services have 
worked hard to make this project a reality and the shelter is 
primarily supported by California Housing and Emergency 
Assistance Project funds.  The Fund for Homeless Women has  
provided a grant to partially fund the needed planning staff for 
the project and numerous individual community donors have 
provided additional support. 

Casa de Noche Buena will be located in Seaside on the 
corner of Noche Buena and Olympia in a vacant County 
modular building that will soon be completely rehabilitated for 
use as a shelter.

The shelter will provide women and families with a warm, 
safe place to stay while receiving intensive case management 
and supportive services, including linkages to employment 
and housing and mental health and substance abuse services 
based upon their individual needs.

The shelter will feature 10 bedrooms, a laundry room, a 
kitchen, a multi-purpose dining room, a lounge, five full baths, 
including two family bathrooms with tubs, two offices and a 
lobby/reception area. There will be two respite beds for medi-
cally fragile hospital discharges. The shelter will accommodate 
between 28 and 36 people depending upon the ages of the 
children.

Why Invest?
 ❖  It is a simple, effective way to support multiple  

organizations

 ❖  Expertise and knowledge of changing community 
needs

 ❖  Gifts are carefully monitored and invested

 ❖  There are many ways to contribute: cash, stock,  
real estate or complex assets

Robin McCrae and Staci Alziebler-Perkins



It is with deep sadness that we learned 
of the passing of Leslie Geyer. She 
was indeed one of the dearest friends 
to the Fund for Homeless Women. 
Leslie was among the initial group of 
community members who learned 
about the plight of single homeless 
women on the Peninsula. She was 
outraged by the realities of their lives 

and chose to advocate for services that would better meet their 
unique needs. In addition to her encouragement and financial 
support, Leslie helped to organize a community response. She 
also went into her own closet and began what is now a tradition 
of offering gently used clothing to enhance health, improve self-
esteem and assist women in their quest for employment.

Although actively engaged in several other causes in the 
community, no one will forget the role she played in planning 
and implementing our first pancake breakfast fundraiser. With 
other committed friends of homeless women, Leslie helped 
create an event that was like no other. And in spite of the health 
challenges she was confronted with in these most recent years, 
Leslie retained a positive outlook, was pleasant and self-sacri-
ficing in all that she did and said.

Good bye, Leslie, Thank you for your ever constant 
friendship. We will always remember your brilliant smile and 
infectious laugh. We will be forever nourished and strengthened 
by your love. 

Renowned artists represented by the Carmel Art Association 
(CAA) have continued to show their enthusiastic support of 
the Fund for Homeless Women by allowing us to use their art 
as cover images on our thank you notes and holiday cards. 
Fund for Homeless Women thanks these artists for being an 
important part of our journey by sharing their artistic gifts with us 
and assisting us in showing gratitude to our generous donors 
around the country.  

Aloe by Dennis Stanford, Spring Oak by Alicia Meheen and 
Big Sur’s Beethoven by Lilli-Anne Price are the most recent 
additions to our growing collection.

CAA Artists who have participated include (but are not lim-
ited to); Peggy Olsen, Kathleen Crocetti, Jan Wagstaff, Wilda 
Northrop, Cornelia Emery, Johnny Apodaca, Mark Farina, Will 
Bullas, Vern Yadon and Pamela Takigawa. 

Did You Know?
 ❖  There are about 500+ women who are homeless on the 

Monterey Peninsula on any given day.
 ❖ Approximately 48% are over the age of 50.
 ❖ The oldest woman served in 2019 was 89 years of age.
 ❖  Fund for Homeless Women has granted  

approximately 1.4 million dollars to local service providers.
 ❖  There have been over 1000 donors to the Fund from 

around the country.
 ❖  Fund for Homeless Women funds helped to create  

and sustain Gathering for Women, One Starfish,  
I-HELP for Women, Women in Transition and the Fremont 
Street Mission.

 ❖  Top performing service providers report 61% and 78% 
success rates for securing housing. 47% and 61% 
success rates for finding employment and increasing 
income.
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Remembering 
A Dear Friend

Thank You!  
Carmel Art Association

A Warm Welcome

We are thrilled to announce that 
Donna Ferraro, former CEO of the 
Boys and Girls Clubs of Monterey 
County has joined the Fund as a co-
organizer. Her 25 years as a CEO, non 
profit consultant, and fund developer 
will be invaluable to us as we continue 
to fund the organizations that support 
the Peninsula’s 500+ homeless 
women.  Welcome to our new amiga!

Spring Oak by Alicia Meheen was the  
cover image for one of our 2019 Thank You cards. 



“
“

“
Meet Our 2020 

Fund for Homeless Women Scholarship Winners

I am Danielle, a twenty-six-year-old single mother. This semester I will be graduating 
from Hartnell College, and I plan to begin my studies at CSUMB in the fall to earn a BA 
in Communications; I then hope to attend UCLA law school. I want to become an at-
torney because of my history of growing up in socially and economically disadvantaged 
circumstances. I came from a low-income family, was placed in foster care and became 
a teenage mother. I later became a domestic violence survivor.

My hardships have made me resilient. I am currently homeless and live in a shelter, 
where I am working to complete my education. I am determined to achieve my academic 
goals, and I hope to open a non-profit organization to help low-income individuals obtain 
legal representation in criminal or family law. I cannot wait to walk with my law school diploma and show my children that we finally did it!

Your generous gift to our non-endowed fund will now assist homeless women enrolled at MPC and CSUMB complete their edu-
cation. It is our hope that you will continue to support the Scholarship Fund for Homeless Women and help make the educational goals 
of homeless students a reality. Contributing to a student’s future is an investment that will live on for generations to come. 

What follows are excerpts from the 2020 scholarship recipients essays.
*Stories have been abridged and identities altered to protect their privacy.

Danielle, CSUMB

My name is Rosa. I am a senior, graduating from Seaside High School. I have received 
the Principal’s Honor Roll Award each quarter with a GPA of 4.0 and above. When I 
begin college in the fall, my intention is to major in Political Science, and then to become 
a lawyer for the DA’s office or work as an immigration lawyer. After that, my goal is to 
become a politician. I want to have the opportunity to voice the opinions of those who 
are underrepresented and do not have a voice. 

I am currently homeless. My family and I live in one room due to high rent costs in the 
area. I have a responsibility to pull my family out of poverty. Higher education will help 
me achieve my goals. This is a local scholarship. Receiving it would also help me feel 
that my community believes in me and supports my success

Rosa, MPC

My name is Laura, I am a student at Monterey Peninsula College (MPC) completing 
an associate’s degree in engineering and mathematics. I plan on transferring to a uni-
versity or four-year college. My goal is to pursue a career as an engineer. As a young 
girl, I manifested early math skills. and in my junior year of high school I received a 
Mathematics Achievement Award from the California Department of Education. I now 
want to gain experience and knowledge to pursue a STEM degree. My success will 
promote diversity, gender equality and inclusion.

I am the middle child, the third out of four first-generation low-income Latino children 
raised by a courageous Latina mother. I live with my family of five in a motel in Seaside. Growing up less privileged has helped me 
realize the value of a college education. I am committed to support my family and to complete my education. Regardless of the 
challenges, I will remain dedicated to the pursuit of academic excellence, community service, and family values.

Laura, MPC
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Oil painting detail; by Denese Sanders

This partnership project was designed to use the transformative 
power of art to reach unsheltered women in the Monterey area.  
The project has enhanced the women’s lives by providing op-
portunities for artistic expression and has brought more attention 
to their too often ignored needs and struggles. 

A local artist collective known as Critical Ground developed 
a curriculum, and delivered a series of art workshops designed 
specifically for local women without shelter. The artists: Dora 
Rosenbaum, Denese Sanders, Amanda Salm and Melissa 
Smedley entitled the culminating exhibit, Courage Within, 
WOMEN Without Shelter; it will be held at the Monterey Museum 
of Art. The show will display new work created by Critical 
Ground in response to their engagement with the women as 
well as installations of work made by the women participating in 
the workshops.

The artists’ goal has been to empower the women through 
guided self-expression, skill building and social interaction. 
Beginning in the Summer of 2019, they conducted over 20 
workshops and reached more than 50 women at three dif-
ferent sites. They used a variety of art media and techniques 
accessible for any ability level while conversing and developing 
relationships with the women as they worked together. 

This program is a partnership between Critical Ground 
Artists, Open Ground Studios, Fund for Homeless Women, and 
the Monterey Museum of Art. The artists thank the local service 
providers for facilitating their access to their program’s partic-
ipants:  I-HELP for Women, Gathering for Women, Women in 
Transition, and One Starfish.

This program is funded in part by Fund for Homeless Women 
and the Arts Council for Monterey County.

The work of Amanda Salm is textile-based and for this exhibit 
she will have two larger suspended pieces centered on the 
subject of housing.

Dora Lisa Rosenbaum’s work includes multi-media sculpture, 
printmaking, and drawing, and focuses on the immense physical 
labor at the core of unsheltered women’s daily experience. 

Melissa Smedley’s  art consists of sculptural installation,  

video performance, and spoken word  pieces that are designed 
to make visible the women’s stories and struggles.  

Denese Sanders artwork focuses on the women themselves 
through portraiture. The work aims to reveal the courage of 
each woman, while evoking compassion in the viewer. This art 
addresses the complex nature of being looked at and judged 
in juxtaposition with the recurring pain of feeling invisible and 
forgotten.

* Note: At the time of this newsletter the opening date for the exhibit has 
been rescheduled due to the effect of COVID-19 on the Museum’s scheduling.  
We will be notifying you of the new dates as soon as they are finalized.

(l-r) Dora Lisa Rosenbaum, Amanda Salm,  
Melissa Smedley and Denese Sanders

Art Exhibit
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About the Art

It was with heavy hearts that we made the decision to cancel 
the Who’s Got Their Backs Fundraiser. We were looking forward 
to seeing you again and to raising the money so urgently needed 
by the 500+ homeless women living on the Peninsula. However 
COVID-19 and the need to restrict indoor gatherings required 
that we cancel to keep you, our donors, and our community 
safe.

As we watch the rates of infection rise in our county we are 
once again reminded that none of us is more at risk than the 
most vulnerable among us. With your ongoing generosity, we will 
continue to advocate for women living without adequate shelter 
and will persist in our mission to create and fund programs that 
meet their unique needs.

We thank those of you who allowed us to use the ticket 
price you had already paid as a donation to help with the urgent 
needs of homeless women of our community. Together we will 
leave a legacy for women who are homeless on the Monterey 
Peninsula – a legacy that will remain long after this very tragic 
pandemic is behind us.



Take Action!  
Two Ways to Give

SPEND – If you want to help build the spendable fund 
which is offered each year to qualified programs and now, 
scholarships in our community during our annual grant 
cycle, write “SPEND” in the memo section of your check. 
Please help meet the most immediate needs of women 
experiencing homelessness on the Monterey Peninsula. 

ENDOW – If you want to participate in building an 
endowment for future, long-term sustainable solutions, and 
an ever-expanding income stream that will support pro-
grams that serve women living without adequate shelter in 
this generation and in years to come, please write “ENDOW” 
in the memo section of your check. Earned income from the 
endowment (approximately 5%) is added to the spendable 
fund each year for perpetuity. 

 ❖  Please make checks payable to: Fund for 
Homeless Women. Specify SPEND or ENDOW in 
the memo section and mail to :  
Community Foundation for Monterey County,  
2354 Garden Road, Monterey, CA 93940

 ❖  You can also make donations online:  
www.fundforhomelesswomen.org,  
www.cfmco.org/fhw 

 ❖  Please let us know if you would like to make a gift of 
stock or real estate. We accept those gifts as well. 
All contributions are tax deductible. Federal Tax ID# 
94-1615897.

$200,000GOAL

$140,000CURRENT

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic we were unable to 
have our annual fundraiser. Consequently, we are sig-
nificantly behind in our revenue for grantmaking.  With 
increased needs in the programs we support, we ask 
for your continued partnership and renewed financial 
commitment. Only together will we be able to make a 
difference in the lives of women living without adequate 
shelter. Thank you.

www.fundforhomelesswomen.org/donate

Please help us meet our 
grantmaking goal this year

Community Education 
Update

We believe that real change happens when a community 
is informed and galvanized around common goals. To that 
end, the Fund is committed to convening educational forums 
to increase awareness about the issues of homelessness in 
our community, to educate ourselves about the causes and 
challenges confronting women living without adequate shelter, 
and to mobilize community responses around creating shelter, 
safety and community for women who live in danger.

Unfortunately all educational forums are canceled until 
further notice due to the pandemic. While we wait please 
send us your ideas. What kind of educational topics do you 
want us to provide? Please send your thoughts to Kathy at  
wildini@aol.com.
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This newsletter and all Fund supplies, materials, 
website and donor events are produced by the 
Fund for Homeless Women and paid for by ad-
ministrative funds solicited for those purposes. 
Fund organizers are volunteers and unpaid. 100% 
of the money raised by the Fund goes directly 
into the Fund to support community programs 
and services for women who are homeless. Your 
contribution is completely tax deductible. Com-
munity Foundation for Monterey County Federal 
Tax ID# 94-1615897. 



FUND FOR HOMELESS WOMEN THANKS  
OUR GENEROUS DONORS

Mary Adams
Anonymous (114)
Daniel and Joanne Albert
Mark E. Alderson
Sheila Allaire
Florence Allen
Philip and Barbara Anastasia
Amy Anderson and George Somero
Donald Anderson
Evangelina Anderson
Johnny Apodaca and Janelle Gistelli
Arkay Foundation
Anita Artstein-Dunsay
Barbara Baldock and Phillip Butler
Richard and Margaret Baldwin
Stephen and Lisa Barkalow
E. Valerie Barnes
Catherine Barrera
Claudia Bartelt
Sheila Benson
Norman and Ann Bikales
John Bird
Joan Bizzozero
Carolyn Bluemle
Pat Boylan and John Lett
Jennifer Brookkothlow
Roxane Buck-Ezcurra and Manny Ezcurra
Barbara Bullock-Wilson
Joni Caldwell
Ruth Carter
Elaine Cass

Sharon Cast
Sheila Clark
Ellen Clarkson
Robert and Phyllis Conlan
Ronald and Eleanor Contreras
Sonia Cook
Michele Crompton
Wayne and Linda Cruzan
Penny Crymes
Robert and Mary Cushing
Gayle Darrigo
John Day
Robert Day
Sandra DeLay
Susan Ditzler
Natasha Doner
Mike and Carole Dougherty
Francis and Hilary Duda
Anita Dyer
Stefani Esta
Patricia Eastman and Bill Bruffey
Cathey Edwards
Riane Eisler
Sharon Farr
Donald Fennell
Karen and Hugo Ferilto
Rudy and Kathleen Fischer
Rudy Fischer
April Fleeman
Joe Fleming and Peggy Dougherty Fleming
Larry Foster

This list reflects donations made June 1, 2019 to June 1, 2020
*Please bring our attention to any errors or omissions, for which we apologize in advance. 
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Until meeting Michael I was totally oblivious to the number 
of homeless women in our community. What was even more 
astounding were the number of  homeless working women. 
Due to unfortunate circumstances  and mostly through no fault 
of their own they find themselves  alone and with no home.  
They work in low paying jobs and do not earn enough to pay 
rent let alone the first and last months deposit. Occasionally 
they save enough to rent a motel room for the night, but more 

often than not they sleep in their cars. 
It seemed the obvious solution to this would be better a better paying job. Michael 

knew that my husband Bill and I felt that a good education whether it be for a trade or 
a degree was the key that opened the doors to those jobs., so one day he asked me 
if Bill and I would be interested in providing the seed money for a scholarship fund. Of 
course we were if he thought there would be any interest. Well as it turned out there 
was interest. It’s not going to solve the homeless working woman problem, but it’s a 
start.  

Yes, it’s a start, but education is not the answer for all the homeless women, most 
of whom are just trying to survive. So Bill and I will continue to support the Fund for  
Homeless Women and would encourage others to give what they can.

— Sherry and Bill Young

Peter and Linda Frederiksen
Linda Gabrielson
Monica Galligan
Marion and John Gamble
Diane Garrison
Frances Gaver
Margaret Gerba
St. Timothy Foundation, Inc.
Gary Girard 
Alice Ann Glenn 
The Goodman Family 
The Pat Grant DVM Charitable Fund
Phyllis Grillo and Joe Sweeney
Emily Griffith
Cynthia and Richard Guthrie
Samuel Hale
Roberta . Hall
Matthew Hammond and Su Ling Lind
Arno and Linda Hanel
Margaret Hansen
Caroline Haskell
Nina Harrison and Marjorie Bullock
Ann Hasselbach
Kenneth and Anne Helms
Helping Others Fund
Peter and Jackie Henning
Josee Henrard
Mildred Hitchcock Huff Charitable Trust
Susan Hocevar
Cyndy Hodges
JoAnn and Mark Holbrook
Amanda Holder
Erma Hole
Beverly Holloway
Renate Howells Hambrook
Ann Jealous
The Law Office of Aengus L. Jeffers
Karla Jessup
Victor, Jr. and Lynda Johnson
Lynn Johnson
Donna Johnston
Anne Jones
Marian Jones
Stephanie Jones
Susan Jordan
Mary Julien
William Kaplan
Kathleen Knight 
Landreth Family
Barbara and Michael Lang
Elizabeth Lays
Cindy Lee
Ritch Lewis and Tia Gindick Lewis
Laura Lienk
Mary Anne Lloyd
Shirley Loomis
Elizabeth and Skip Lord
Gary and Karen Love



Marsha Lubow
Susan Manchester 
Marlene Martin
Charlene Martin
Linda McClain
Ann McDowell and Dan O’Brien
Onnette McElroy
Bill McElyea
Nancy McInnis
E. Stanton McKee Fund
Alan and Marilyn McMasters
Carlotta Mellon
Albert Menchaca 
Carol Meyer
Sharon Miller
Mission Trail Lions Club of Carmel
William Monning and Dana Kent 
E. Philip Morgan
Marsha Moroh
Randall and Patricia Morris Fund 
Donna Murphy
Jeanne Nakagawa
Deborah Neiman
Conrad and Sarah Newberry
Kevin and Mary O’Brien
The O’Brien Family Trust
Christopher and Wendy Ograin
James and Jeanne Olin
Janna Ottman
W. Robert Patterson
Barbara Paul
Allene Payton 
C. Dennis Peak
The Penn-Soskin Fund
Ann and Rick Pettit
Jacqueline Pierce 
Richard and Mary Ann Pirotte
Mary Ann Pirotte
Susan Pius
Sandra Rader
Sidney Ann Ramsden Scott
Michael Reid and Bill Robnett
Glenn Reis
Richards Family Charitable Foundation
Mary Roberts
Brian and Barbara Robinson
Sharon Russell
Kathryn Ryan Thaanum 
David and Anna Sabih
Sharon and Robert Sadler
Sharon Sadler
Gordon Saunders
Milo and Mary Scherer
Jean Scholefield 
Anne Secker

TRIBUTE GIFTS
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The reason I contribute to the Fund for Homeless Wom-
en is simple;  women need more help and are at considerable  
disadvantage. In addition, the organization has very low over head 
which means my contribution goes to the cause I care about rath-
er than bloated salaries. 

— David Sabih

Ellen Selvig
Nadine Semer
Deborah Sharp
Janet Shing
David and Sherry Shollenbarger
Judy Silverstein
Melva Simmons
Christine Sleeter
Ann and Richard Smallwood
Yvonne Smith
William Soskin and Marian Penn
Julia Spinetta
Jean Stallings
Dina Stansbury
Douglas Steakley
Deitra and James Steiner
Sharon Stengel
Sherna Stewart
Amy Stocker
Alice Stoll
Katherine Stoner
Karin Strasser Kauffman
Alice Tao
Judith Tatelbaum
Suzanne Taunt
Fred Terman and Nan Borreson
Verna Test
Clinton and Diana Thelander
Judy Thompson
Lila and James Thorsen
Lila Thorsen
Laurie Trainer
Peggy Trebler
Joanna Trovato
True Organic Products 
Julia Veitch
The Alexander F. Victor Foundation
Florence Vonplaten
Clara Wang
Jefferey and Nancy Watts
Brenda Webster
Jill Wegenstein
Michelle Welsh
D.P. Wharton

We’re fortunate to live and work on the Monterey Peninsula 
and feel a responsibility to those who are most in need in our 
community. The Fund for Homeless Women has made a real 
difference for the women here who lack access to safe shel-
ter and basic necessities. We should all join together to help 
 amplify the Fund’s crucial work.

— Roxane Buck-Ezcurra and Manny Ezcurra

Brenda Whitsett
Ann Wieser
Douglas Wilhelm
Thomas and Judith Wills
Kathleen Wojtkowski
Bonnie Wolfe
Penny Wood 
Suzanne Worcester
Lynn Yaghoubian
Wendy Yen
Bill and Sherry Young
Carol Young
Marie Zenorini

Anonymous
In honor of Cris & Shelley Cabanillas &
Daughters

Anonymous
In honor of Linda Keill

Anonymous
In memory of Faye Hanger

Anonymous
In memory of Glenna Ruth Pickford

Anonymous
In memory of Joe Stapp

Anonymous
In memory of Sue and Jack Lewis

Johnny Apodaca
In honor of our dear pal, Michael Reid.
We love you

Brenda Aronowitz and Ray Dyck 
In honor of Sandy and John Larson

John Roger Axe
In memory of Jacqueline Axe

Barbara Baldock and Phillip Butler
In honor of Kathy, Marian and Michael

Debby Beck
In honor of My Clients

Sheila Benson
In honor of Linda Frederiksen

Janet Colson
In memory of Ann Perle

Ralph Cook and Deborah Streeter
In honor of Kathy Whilden

Sonia Cook
In honor of Kathy Whilden

Katherine Coopman and Joyce Blevins
In memory of JeriAnn Shapiro 

Gary Girard
In memory of Maureen Girard 

David and Cherie Goldschmidt
In honor of Marian Penn 

Giles Healey
In memory of Faye Hanger
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I became involved with the Fund for Homeless Women because of my friendship with Marian Penn who 
introduced me to the challenges faced by homeless women on the Monterey Peninsula. Through our many 
conversations I learned more and more about the 500 vulnerable women who are living here in our community 
without shelter.

These are whole beautiful women who found themselves in broken circumstances—the conditions that 
have put them on the street.  These are not broken people but whole people in a broken world.

Through the programs supported by the Fund we can help end isolation, build community and encourage 
friendships.  The women receive essential services and are no longer alone. We are all now more sensitive 

to the challenges of isolation due to the corona virus but for most of us it is temporary.  Unsheltered women may live with isolation 
indefinitely unless they can connect with the programs that the FHW funds have created through its donors’ financial support.

None of us are far away from being homeless—life is fragile.  All it takes is a child’s illness, a divorce, an abusive relationship, or 
loss of income.  I support the FHW because it is the only group that focuses on women’s’ homelessness and its funding has been 
smart and effective.  I hope you will join me. 

— Shary Farr

William Kaplan
In memory of Anita Kaplan

Kozue Knowles
In memory of Hana Knowles

Melinda Manlin
In honor of Micheal Reid

Anil Melwani
In honor of Michael McMillan and Laura
Hunter

Bruce Merchant
In memory of Gertrude Eliza Stevenson
Merchant

Alda Morgan
In memory of Barbara Oliver

Allene Payton
In honor or Kathy and her years of helping 

the needy

Victoria Samora Phillips
In memory of Bertha Samera

Bette Ann Ranagan-Fisher
In memory of Earl L. Jones

David Sabih
In honor of Ann Packer

David Sabih
In honor of Reverend Michael Reid

Jane Clare Upp
In memory of William Scearce

Bonnie Wolfe
In memory of Cheryl M. Gore

PLANNED GIVING

Donors like you want to ensure that programs serving women who experience homelessness on the Monterey Peninsula will 
have ongoing support. Several community members have already stepped up and established gifts that will last for perpetuity by 
naming the Fund for Homeless Women Endowment in their estate plans. Planned gifts like these offer a powerful opportunity to 
ensure that our values and commitments to the greater good are part of the legacy we leave behind for future generations. 
Planned gifts can be made through:

 ❖ A Bequest in a will – a gift of money or any asset of value
 ❖ A Life Income gift – a charitable gift annuity or charitable remainder trust
 ❖ Gifts of Special Assets – real estate, stock, life insurance or retirement account

Making a planned gift is not reserved for the wealthy, nor does it need to be complicated. An estate planning attorney or financial 
advisor can help you develop or revise your estate plan so that you too can leave a lasting legacy dedicated to shelter, safety and 
community.
For more information and ideas on ways that you can create a legacy or if you have already done so, please call or email:
Christine A. Dawson
Vice President of Philanthropic Services
Community Foundation for Monterey County
(831) 375-9712 X 126 or christine@cfmco.org

Through our program partners 
and your ongoing generosity:

 ❖  Over 1,000 women have been 
served

 ❖  100 women have been  
permanently housed

 ❖  50 women have secured  
employment

 ❖  Over 500 community volunteers 
have been mobilized



A Farewell

My Dear Friends, 
Since our founding in 2012, we have achieved many things 

in our attempts to keep women safe on the Monterey Peninsula. 
Community education, new service programs, hundreds of 
volunteers, system navigators and counselors have grown in 
number and are collaborating with each other so that women 
who are homeless can be fed, sheltered and supported. At long 
last, the invisible have become visible. Strangers have become 
friends.

In light of the current COVID-19 pandemic, our work together 
could not have been timelier. All our lives have been forever 
changed and the need for our continued engagement has 
become even more critical. We are grateful for you and others 
in the community who endeavor to meet the challenges facing 
homeless women. They need our help now, and as more 
women face housing insecurity due to loss of income; they will 
need our help in the months ahead.

Having to cancel our annual fundraiser due to COVID-19, 
we are behind on our fundraising goals and ask that you con-
sider increasing your gift this year so that we can provide the 
assistance needed to keep local programs uniquely designed 
for women, operational and effective.  Many of you have already 
done so, and for that we are so incredibly grateful. Together, we 
share an ambitious vision. Although the work is far from over, we 
have helped to build a legacy of shelter, safety and community, 
with a financial endowment that will serve women without shelter

for generations to come. 
It is true that I am in the process of relocating to Santa Fe, 

New Mexico. Sheltering in place has interfered with our timeline, 
but Bill and I plan to complete our move by the end of the year. I 
will indeed miss you and this beautiful community, but my heart 
is filled with hope and the assurance that with your continued 
partnership and financial support, every woman in this com-
munity will one day sleep without fear and have access to safe 
affordable housing. After all, this will always be paradise. And in 
paradise, anything and everything is possible.         

Love and Blessings, 

The Rev. Michael E. Reid
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$190,000 was awarded to  
these organizations in December 2019.  

Approximately $1.4 million in total awards have 
been reinvested into the community to date. 

GRANTED

Women  
in  

Transition

Gathering 
for Women

One Starfish

I-HELP  
for  

Women

Thank you for your continued support!

Fund for 
Homeless 

Women

$190,000 in 
2019

EVERY DOLLAR COUNTS.  
EVERY DOLLAR IS ACCOUNTABLE.

Our annual newsletter will be going online in the future. In 
addition, you will receive event and holiday emails as well as 
short updates on the organizations we fund. Don’t miss out! 
You can sign up on our website or by filling out and mailing 
the envelope in this newsletter.  

www.fundforhomelesswomen.org/take-action
Thank you!

PS. We promise never to share your email.

Help Us Save Trees!

Community  
Human  

Services 



2354 Garden Road 
Monterey, CA 93940

FUND FOR  
HOMELESS WOMEN

Dedicated to shelter, safety and community.

The Fund for Homeless Women is a field of 
interest fund of the Community Foundation 
for Monterey County (CFMC) established to 

support programs and services for women who 
are homeless in Monterey County.  

The Fund raises money that is distributed to 
local service providers through a grant process 

administered by the CFMC.

Please visit us at www.fundforhomelesswomen.org. 
Share our website with friends and family and please give 
us your feedback. We hope you will enjoy the content, 
find it informative and use it to spread the news about this 
important work. Together, we are doing our best to make 
a lasting difference in the lives of women living without 
adequate shelter.

Please note that your contribution to the Fund for 
Homeless Women is not being used to create or maintain 
our website.

      FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK     
www.facebook.com/friendsofhomelesswomen

Tax Deductible contributions can be sent to:  
Community Foundation for Monterey County

2354 Garden Road, Monterey CA 93940
(831) 375-9712 / www.cfmco.org/fhw

Contact us at:
Fund for Homeless Women

2354 Garden Road, Monterey, CA 93940
info@fundforhomelesswomen.org
www.fundforhomelesswomen.org

Community Foundation for Monterey  
County (CFMC) 
The mission of the CFMC is to inspire philanthropy
and be a catalyst for strengthening communities throughout 
Monterey County. Thanks to generous community members 
who have made contributions and created charitable funds in 
their lifetimes or through their estates, the CFMC has granted 
over $167 million to nonprofits working towards healthy, safe 
and vibrant communities. The CFMC is proud to have the 
Fund for Homeless Women as one of its’ field of interest funds. 
It is a vehicle for change in the lives of women without shelter 
in Monterey County. 


